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Summary and reasons for recommendation(s)

Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have been asked by the Government to
develop growth plans for their areas. These plans will help coordinate economic
development in local areas and prioritise investment by central government and
local partners. As part of these plans, the Government has invited LEPs to
develop a Structural and Investment Fund Strategy (SIFS) for use of the
European Structural and Investment Funds for the period 2014-2020 in their
local areas.

LEPs will ultimately be required to produce multi-year growth plans and the
Government will provide detailed guidance on the required content of these in
September 2013.

The LEP growth plans provide the context for both the county and district level
growth plans.

Since West Suffolk is part of both the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership
(NALEP) and the Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough Local Enterprise
Partnership (GCGP), it is essential that we contribute to both growth plans.

The two LEPs are at differing stages of development in terms of producing their
plans. The GCGP is currently in the process of establishing a sub-group to draft
the plan, whilst NALEP has already produced a draft growth plan, ‘Towards a
Growth Plan’, which is out for consultation until the end of August 2013 and
forms Appendix A of this report.

LEPs are required to submit their draft growth plans to Government in
September 2013 and final growth plans are due to be submitted to Government
in January 2014.




2. Recommendations
2.1 Itis RECOMMENDED that:

(a) The content of the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership’s
'‘Towards a Growth Plan’, as contained in Appendix A, be noted.

(b) Comments on the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership’s
'‘Towards a Growth Plan’, as contained in Appendix A, be
submitted to the Head of Economic Development and Growth, to
enable a West Suffolk response to the consultation to be
prepared.

(c) The Head of Economic Development and Growth, in consultation
with the Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Tourism,
be given delegated authority to approve the final version of the
New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership’s 'Towards a Growth
Plan’.

(d) The Head of Economic Development and Growth, in consultation
with the Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Tourism,
be given delegated authority to seek comments, via email, on the
draft version, and approve the final version, of Greater Cambridge
Greater Peterborough Local Enterprise Partnership’s Growth Plan.

Contact details Portfolio holder Lead officer

Name Councillor David Bowman Andrea Mayley

Title Cabinet Member for Economic Head of Economic Development
Development and Tourism and Growth

Telephone 01638 715989 01284 757343

E-mail david.bowman@forest- andrea.mayley@westsuffolk.gov.
heath.gov.uk uk

3. How will the recommendations help us meet our strategic priorities?

3.1 The recommendations meet the following, as contained within the Strategic

Plan:

(a) A stronger local economy which is capable of growing.

4, Key issues
4.1 Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have been asked by the Government to

develop growth plans for their areas. These plans will help coordinate economic
development in local areas and prioritise investment by central government and
local partners. As part of these plans, the Government has invited LEPs to
develop a Structural and Investment Fund Strategy (SIFS) for use of the
European Structural and Investment Funds for the period 2014-2020 in their
local areas.
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LEPs will ultimately be required to produce multi-year growth plans and the
Government will provide detailed guidance on the required content of these in
September 2013. However, they are due to include:

(a) key project and programme priorities;
(b)  milestones;

(o) funding proposals;

(d) governance arrangements; and

(e) resource commitments.

The LEP growth plans will provide the context for both the county level growth
plans (e.g. the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership Growth Plan provides
the framework for the Suffolk Growth Strategy and associated Delivery Plan),
and the district level growth plans (e.g. the West Suffolk Growth Plan that is
currently being produced by officers in conjunction with the relevant Portfolio
Holders).

Since West Suffolk is part of both the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership
(NALEP) and the Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough Local Enterprise
Partnership (GCGP), it is essential that we contribute to both growth plans.

Since all European and Government funding available to the LEPs (which
includes funds for transport, housing and skills) will be allocated on a
competitive basis, it is critical that the NALEP and GCGP growth plans stand
apart by being imaginative, innovative, and providing value for money.

The two LEPs are at differing stages of development in terms of producing their
plans. The GCGP is currently in the process of establishing a sub-group to draft
the plan, whilst NALEP has already produced a draft growth plan, ‘Towards a
Growth Plan’, which is now out for consultation until the end of August 2013.

LEPs are required to submit their draft growth plans to Government in
September 2013 - since the GCGP is behind NALEP in terms of producing a
draft, there will be implications in terms of being able to consult with Members
through the formal report process, however, there will be an opportunity for
informal consultation on their draft plan. Final growth plans are due to be
submitted to Government in January 2014.

NALEP’s ‘Towards a Growth Plan’ outlines how NALEP aims to:

(a) support growth in key sectors in Norfolk and Suffolk;

(b) improve support for the business community;

(o) focus more on skills attainment aligned with the needs of the economy;
and

(d) help to secure infrastructure investment needed to unlock growth
potential.

NALEP’s aspiration to build a ‘green economy’ underpins all the actions in the
plan.

‘Towards a Growth Plan’ also intends to:
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(a) be an integrated programme to highlight how economic development
across New Anglia depends on making progress with each element;

(b) set out NALEP’s investment priorities to ensure that expenditure,
particularly from the Government’s proposed 'Single Local Growth Fund’,
is used to achieve shared priorities and is not ‘funding led’; and

(c) provides the framework for public-private partnership working to
strengthen New Anglia's competitive advantage.

This is an important opportunity for businesses, private investors, local
authorities, community representatives and leaders, voluntary organisations,
and all those who live and work in Norfolk and Suffolk, to work with NALEP to
share priorities for the future.

‘Towards a Growth Plan’ will also incorporate NALEP’s Structural and
Investment Fund Strategy, which will set out NALEP’s proposals for projects and
programmes that will attract funds under the 2014-2020 EU Common Strategic
Framework. NALEP is holding a series of consultation events in late July to
gather feedback from the business community for inclusion in their SIFS and
they are also running an online survey to seek views on priorities:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FG3K6FW

NALEP’s draft growth plan and associated documents must be seen as living
document, since LEPs will need to respond to changing market requirements
and further evolutions of Government policies as required.

Other options considered

None.

Community impact

Crime and disorder impact (inc/uding Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998)

No impact from this report.

Diversity and equality impact (inciuding the findings of the Equality Impact
Assessment)

No impact from this report.

Sustainability impact (including completing a Sustainability Impact Assessment)
No impact from this report.

Other impact (any other impacts affecting this report)

No impact from this report.

Consultation (what consultation has been undertaken, and what were the outcomes?)

Formal consultation on NALEP’s ‘Towards a Growth Plan’ started in July 2013
and will finish in August 2013. The results of this consultation will inform the
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draft growth plan that will be submitted to Government in September 2013.

NALEP is also carrying out four consultation events during July 2013 to assist
them in producing their SIFS.

GCGP have not yet produced a draft growth plan, however it is anticipated that
they will seek to consult with local authorities informally over the coming
weeks.

Financial and resource implications (including asset management implications)

The production of the growth plan documents has implications in terms of
officer and Member time.

Risk/opportunity assessment (potential hazards or opportunities affecting corporate,
service or project objectives)

Risk area Inherent level of | Controls Residual risk
risk (after controls)
(before controls)

West Suffolk priorities | Medium Full engagement with Low

are not included in the consultation

NALEP Growth Plan process

and are therefore not

funded/supported

There is no growth Medium We implement the Low

NALEP Growth Plan

Legal and policy implications
None.

Ward(s) affected

All wards in Forest Heath.
Background papers

None.

Documents attached

Appendix A - Draft NALEP Growth Plan



