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This new policy has been triggered by the Localism Act 2011. The aim of the policy is to allow the Housing Options Team to discharge it’s homeless duty 
into the private rented sector by securing a suitable and affordable property under an assured shorthold tenancy for a minimum of 12 months.  
 
 
. 
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The Housing Options Team, through the West Suffolk Lettings Partnership will liaise with landlords and letting agents with regard to availability of properties 
and to discuss the length of tenancy required to meet the policy guidelines, the willingness to accept housing benefit and to discuss the safeguarding 
procedures put in place to secure and maintain the property. The property’s suitability will be checked with reference to The Homelessness (suitability of 
accommodation) (England) order 2012). 
 
Once a suitable landlord and property has been sourced, the 12 month tenancy will be offered to the most suitable applicant using the policy’s Offer 
Hierarchy procedure 
�
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This will provide an alternative to the housing register, allowing applicants outside of the homelessness duty to have a greater chance of being offered social 
housing due to the reduction of Statutorily Homeless in band A.  
 
Using the private sector will also reduce the number of applicants in temporary accommodation and reduce the period of time applicants are waiting for 
suitable offers of accommodation.�
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A potential negative aspect to the policy is that for 
applicants that require adaptations and aids within 
the property to help with mobility, finding a property 
may prove difficult considering the length of 
tenancy offered, the financial implications of 
adaptations to the landlord and whether or not the 
landlord would allow modifications to the property. 
Social housing would be preferential in these 
circumstances. 
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This policy is an additional means by which to discharge homeless duty and will not override the Housing Register (Home-Link). For rare cases of homeless 
applicants with restricted mobility discharging into a privately rented property would not be feasible and an offer of long term secure accommodation through 
the housing register would be a far more cost effective and a more suitable means of discharging homeless duty. 
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3HUIRUPDQFH�8QLW���
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