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Enquiries regarding this Agenda:- 
Steven Lincoln (01284) 757108

 
 
 

Democratic Renewal Panel 
 

Thursday 10 September 2009 at 5.30 pm in Room GFR12, 
West Suffolk House, Western Way, Bury St Edmunds 

 
CONSTITUTION: Chairman: Councillor P S Farmer 
 Vice-Chairman: Councillor Mrs P A Warby 
 

Conservative 
Members (6) 
 
Clifton-Brown 
Cox 
Farmer 
Hale 
Oliver 
Mrs P A Warby 

Other 
Member (1) 
 
Bradbury (Liberal Democrat) 

 
SUBSTITUTES: 

Conservative 
Members (2) 
 
Rout 
Stevens 

Other 
Member (1) 
 
Jones (Liberal Democrat) 

 
QUORUM:         3 Members 
 

 Please switch off mobile phones during the 
meeting, unless exceptional circumstances 

require otherwise. 

 

 
 

Agenda 
 

This Panel is not covered by the Local Government (Access to Information) 
Act 1985 or the Access to Information Rules in the Council’s Constitution.  

Therefore, there is no automatic right of access for the press or public to its 
meetings. 

 
1. Substitutes 
 

Any Member who is substituting for another Member should so indicate together 
with the name of the relevant absent Member. 
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2. Apologies for Absence 
 
3. Minutes 

 
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2009 (copy attached). 

 
4. Declaration of Interests 

 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal or 
prejudicial interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda no 
later than when that item is reached and, when appropriate, to leave the 
meeting prior to discussion and voting on the item. 

 
5. Strengthening Local Democracy: Consultation Response 

 
Report A197 attached. 

 
6. Member Development:  Update 
 

Report A198 attached. 
 

7. Members’ Statistics:  Publication 
 

On 4 April 2006 the Council resolved that the Members’ Attendance Statistics be 
presented to the Democratic Renewal Panel only (Minute 113 refers). 
 
The Statement of Accounts includes the details of the Payment to Councillors for 
the financial year.  On 29 June 2009 during the discussion at full Council on the 
Statement of Accounts for 2008/2009 it was agreed that the Democratic 
Renewal Panel give consideration as to whether the Members’ Attendance 
Statistics should be published along with the Payments to Councillors in 
Community Spirit. 
 
The last set of statistics was presented to the Panel on 16 June 2009 (Paper 
A42 refers) and are attached for reference purposes. 
 
The Panel is requested to consider publication of the Members’ Attendance 
Statistics alongside Payments to Councillors in Community Spirit. 

 
8. Amendments to the Constitution 
 

Report A199 attached. 
 
9. Dates of Next Meetings 
 

The Panel has already scheduled the following meeting dates:- 
 
19 November 2009; 
4 February 2010; and 
11 March 2010. 
 
All meeting dates are Thursdays and meetings to commence at 5.30 pm.   
 

 


